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IFCNR met with Sunnis, the Sahwa at Abu Graib, and met with former Iraqi Army personnel. We
updated the commander’s intent. We focused on reconciliation, not on military operations. I gave the
full range. Analysis was not based on the enemy. What I found was that the brigades and battalions got
it [COIN]. The divisions were slower.
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I left Iraq at the end of 2007. In May and June, I returned on P4’s request to work on reconciliation and
northern Arab-Kurd issues. At the time, O4 was slated to be the VCSA. I had already promised that if he
came back to Iraq that I would join him. When he was named, it went without saying I would return.
What is the situation today?
We are dealing with the Strategic Framework and the security agreement. It is a bazaar situation. We
are the buffer between civil war and state collapse. In the CoR, politicians on wrapped up in personal
interests and petty disputes. Iran is feeding this immature debate and squabbles. Attacks are at their
lowest levels in years, but the underlying conflicts are still unresolved. Those in power returned from
political exile and lack connections to the populace; they’re linked to Iran. The future is up for grabs.
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There is no national vision, one that can guide them through the hydrocarbons law or the SOFA.
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What else might you add?
The key is how do we leave Iraq with a strategic partnership? Otherwise, if chaos reigns and Iran rules
the region, the history will see this as a huge failure, one with much broader implications. The next
administration will inherit the problem, regardless.
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