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reconstruction contracts are going to the most loyal, not the most competent, and that is very
frustrating . . . Iraq needs democracy, but democracy threatens deadlock. Success is possible . . . we
have come a long way . . . it is fragile . . strategic danger of becoming a monster. For example, look at
the Health Ministry. You built it, but someone turned the hospitals into torture centers. Building the
ISF, but what if we regret that in five years. USG politics is an issue as well.
Keane: You should be careful about the rhetoric that surrounds a campaign. The rhetoric out of a party
in an electoral campaign . . and Afghanistan . .
Salih: Be patient with us.
Keane: The three of us are the GoI’s greatest allies in the United States. The GoI must look to help us
help that effort. When the Prime Minister talks of deadlines, that undermines us.
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Salih: I tell you frankly, if I were a US taxpayer, I would question OIF. It is uncomfortable for any country
to have foreign troops on its soil. We want democratic independence and regional respect. Others
don’t see it the same. We live in a tough neighborhood. We need long-term US help, but not everybody
agrees. . . . Sistani’s role . . negotiations have been fair . . . Iranian ambassador . . The USG motive is
critical to Iranian views. This is bigger than the GoI.
Kagan: I agree. I think the negotiations are key. The recent declarations have not helped. 1
Salih: If we defined a date to end combat operations, if handled well, that would be helpful.
Kagan: I can see it, but it would take time to repair the resulting political damage.
Salih: A conditionality clause, not an open-ended commitment.
Keane: I understand.
Kagan: If there is a date, that will hurt the effort. It will help Obama. It will be used by a hostile media
and hurt us. No date is much better.
Salih: There is no more decisive and helpful thing that could be done than to stabilize Iraq, a democratic
Iraq, in this region.
Keane: We agree.
Salih: Kurds and ___ appreciate this . . . but it is about politics . . . whether it is Safa in Basra . . . or
whatever.
Keane: Elections. Can we do them? And what about malign influence from Iran?
Salih: There will be malign influence, like Chicago, vote early, and vote often [laughter]. I abhor and
reject it, but it is reality. I hope the UN will be very involved, and they will help, I think, by and large will
help with the legitimacy of the elections. We expect a vote on the Provincial Elections Law in the
Council of Representatives on Sunday or Monday. 2 Then we’ll deal with Kirkuk. The KRG offered three
options for settling it, by Article 140, by a census, or by . . .

1

I believe PM Maliki recently spoke about timelines and used the word “evacuation” in a press conference in one
of the Gulf States, which caused quite a stir.
2
On Sunday, a government spokesman said Monday (14 July) would be a national holiday. It was the 50th
anniversary of the overthrow of the monarchy and the founding of the Republic. Hence, there was no CoR session
on Monday. The CoR started discussing the Provincial Elections Law on Tuesday. The apparently made no
progress resolving a variety of disputes, one of the biggest ones concerning Kirkuk.
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The meeting broke up, and that is where my notes end. As we were heading out the front door, Keane
pulled Salih aside, by an SUV, and they spoke quietly for about three minutes.
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