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tal ked, probably the key differences are, obviously, we have
gotten nore forces on the ground with the plus-up. The [ ast
of the five plus-up brigades becane fully operational on the
15th of this nmonth. So | guess that was yesterday, with 2-3
ID Infantry starting their first nmajor conbat operation |ast
ni ght.

| think we've seen nore of the inr@s of Fardel
Kanoun (Phonetic), the plan to secure -&Uvi de security
for the popul ati on of Baghdad. W' ve !\ a pretty dramatic
drop in the nunber of sectari rders and sectarian
vi ol ence, of course, offset by lkes in civilian casualties
based upon high profile att cslé\ or spectacul ar attacks.

| think vve'\@seen a maturing of the Baghdad

Oper ations Cent er t{@we really -- | wouldn't say we didn't
expect, but | t It has matured and cone along further
t han any of d really expected or were hopeful.

| think we've seen a pretty significant spike in
violence in the Dyvyala Province since the last tinmne we
tal ked, specifically Bagubah and up the Diyala R ver Valley.

Things in the north have not changed that nuch.
The nost encouraging thing, | think, since three nonths ago

Is the continued progress in Miltinational Force - Wst wth
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You know, it's clear in ny mnd that the threat
that we have seen over here to address is still there, and
the threat that we should continue to focus on is Al Qaeda.

You know, the rogue JAM or the JAM special
groups, Jaish Al -Mihdi special groups, the ones prinmarily
responsible for the rockets, nortars, EFPs, etcetera, are a
mnority of Jaish A -Mahdi and really, in @ m nd, have
little ability to attack our national se%@y, why we are
really here, the reason we cane over he\@o begin with.

So | still think A e@a@.s the fight that we

cannot afford to lose, allgwhng them to establish a
(I'naudible) or a safe ha@ bn this country, or anyplace
el se. @
So -- B Oﬁhink that fight is going well. It
Is also efforts Qside of the Corps, and there are other
peopl e focus?&that fight. So | think there is constant
pressure on Al Qaeda.

| don't think they are anywhere near establishing
a (Inaudible) or even a safe area, safe haven, in lraq. A
lot of that is due to our efforts or our Coalition partners'
efforts, and a lot of that is due to what has now shown

itself to be an Iraqi populous unwllingness to accept A



Declassified by: MG Michael X. Garrett,
USCENTCOM Chief of Staff
Declassified on: 201505



Declassified by: MG Michael X. Garrett,
USCENTCOM Chief of Staff
Declassified on: 201505



Declassified by: MG Michael X. Garrett,
USCENTCOM Chief of Staff
Declassified on: 201505



Declassified by: MG Michael X. Garrett,
USCENTCOM Chief of Staff
Declassified on: 201505



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Declassified by: MG Michael X. Garrett,
USCENTCOM Chief of Staff
Declassified on: 201505

to secure the population of Baghdad? That has been nostly
posi tive. There has been sone instances of political
interference to what was going on, but not comng from the
PM as best we can tell, which was not the e case in the fal
of '06, | guess.

W are seeing the sane phenonenon we saw during
Qperation Toget her Forward and Qperation Togetng Forward |1,
which were earlier operations here in Baq?ﬁ?l that if you
don't establish a robust presence afté\z* earing operations
are conplete, the insurgents, nobs speci al groups and
Al Qaeda, nove right back in bebd you.

Wth a city ofNsofewhere between six and seven
mllion people, it's | dEbhard to have a pernanent presence
everywhere. The rot(EDpn of Iraqgi Arny forces has gone well.
W are now on o ‘:?hird rotation of units into Baghdad from
outside of B , obviously.

Al though they are present for duty science rank
Is not up to where we would like it, there has been very few
| ssues rotating these units into Baghdad on three-nonth
tours, basically, in Baghdad.

I'"'m not sure that's the concept we want to

conti nue. It just creates a lot of disruption when you are
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rotating, and that is three brigades and nine battalions.

I think | mentioned this earlier. The
prof essional growth of -- Probably, the last tine we talked,
t he Baghdad Operations Command was General Aboud and probably
about two other Iraqi staff officers. It has, in ny opinion,
become a functional command and control headquarters that is
able to publish effective guidance. It exerts@orre | evel of
control over the forces it is in command OVZ;ED

Are they at a BCIP U S. x@dard? Absol utely
not, but they are doing fairly 1 terns of command and
control headquarters. \

The two area éﬁhnds, the Karteria (Phonetic)
command, which is on tNEDmest side of the river, and the
Usaf ah (Phonetic) a €:>connand on east side of the river --
very effective, Iragqi Major Cenerals, very effective
comrander s; ?&t hen the brigade sectors, Ilraqgi brigade
sectors, sone better than others.

Integration of the National Police and the Iraq
Arny into the sane brigade or division has gone nostly well.
W still have sectarian issues, primarily in the Nationa
Police where they w il execute operations, clearly, wth a

sect ari an agenda.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Declassified by: MG Michael X. Garrett,
USCENTCOM Chief of Staff
Declassified on: 201505

[ B S 7 B U T

The regluing of the National Police which was
started before we got here -- W send them down to Numaniya
(Phonetic) for about an eight-week course. Basically, they
try to clean out the bad actors, put them through sone
retraining, bring them back into Baghdad. That has
conti nued.

That training is valuable. V\ha@we' ve seen,

t hough, is they decline in performance a(ban I ncrease in

sectarianism the further you can se e them from that
training, so basically falling bach,o the ol d habits.

W' ve put the Natio Police in a role they were
never designed for. The i omal Police were never designed

to be as basically askir@ emto keep the sane m ssions on
the sane role as th @aqi Arny is, and they are not equi pped
t he sane. They Q not trained the sanme, and they weren't
formed for t ason.

They are predomnantly, probably high nineties
percent, Shia. So | nean, it's not unnatural that that would
take that path, and they seemto be nore easily influenced by
sone of the elenents of the GO that still follow a sectarian
agenda. |It's alnbst a paranoia of centuries, in ny mnd, and

probably --
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| think, whether it is actually effective or not. But |
think overall they see it as an effective way of comand and
controlling Iraqi forces.

| think, what the upper |evels of the governnent
of lraq appreciate is General Aboud basically works for the
Prime Mnister, kind of outside the MDD, the Mnistry of
Def ense channels. It's kind of -- for the I\@)nal Pol i ce,
kind of outside the Mnistry of Interi%ezhannels. So

there's a way for the PMto influence §@’rity operations in

Baghdad. Q~

The lraqgis |atched 0O -- and it's probably the
M nister of Defense -- |atched onto this Diyala operations
command centered aroun aqubah, based upon sone of the

things we were taII@g about earlier, and it was pushed
pretty hard by organi zation called the D yala Support
Command, \/\hi?& a group of civilians, about 50 percent of
them on the Council representatives that have ties to Baqubah
and Diyala and the Diyala Province, that started bringing
I ssues and requests to the Mnister of Defense, the Prine
M nister, and they had their ear about the security situation
in Dyala.

So a way to -- and | think probably the nost
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history of this country nost of the power that canme into
Baghdad, which always had the nost power, was always brought
in fromoutside of Baghdad.

What's happened is, if you look at the anount of
power available, the tables would just turn 180 degrees;
where you look up in Mnawah (Phonetic) up around Mosul,
northern Sal adin, down south in the predom nar®/ Shi a areas

-- the exception would be out west -- they&got nore power

t han Baghdad has. \@

So whereas Baghdad --Q@al nost, you know, a
m crocosm of what everybody is.s% Wwhat the Sunni experience
is: W had it all, and nowwe™we got not hi ng.

So there is @lnitely attenpts -- | nean, this
has al ways been abo aghdad. | nmean for at |east back to
the 1920s. I@, It's been about Baghdad. It remains
about Baghda?\ think nost of that is historical. It is
the capital of the country, and | think a lot it's just
historical in the way it's always been approached. lrag is
al ways about Baghdad, and Saddam had that approach when he
defended it during the Persian GQulf war and then again in

2003. But there is just so nuch one-year infrastructure out

t here.
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rates in this country have really not gone down. What you
have seen going down dramatically is civilian casualties
rates, lraqgi civilians, by probably -- |1 haven't |ooked at
the nunber for a couple of weeks, but probably on the order
of magnitude sonewhere between 40 and 50 percent, if not
maybe a little bit nore, reduction in civilian casualties.

The nunbers of what we could -- t we think
were sectarian based nurders, nunbers of %es found with
hands bound, gagged, shot in the back@t he head, type of
bodies we were finding has decrea amatically. But U S
| osses and casual ti es have gone& and attacks agai nst Iraqi
security forces have gone

So it's bee@ think, nmore of a shift of the

targeting. So doe @at nmake the security easier or nore
difficult to mai n? | don't think it's any easier now nor
any -- It de w'ely is not any harder or any worse, | think,

than when we first got here, which would have been Novenber -
Decenber of |ast year, of 'O06. But it definitely hasn't
gotten any easier.

W are seeing a growi ng nunber of underbelly |EDs
attacki ng the nost vul nerable part of our vehicles. Wen we

first started Fardel Kanoun, we saw a significant drop in the
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