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* S E C R E T * 

* S E C R E T * 

surge in troops to a surge in forces to a surge in 1 

operations.  And so that's just -- It really began on the 2 

15th of this month. 3 

  So the things that we expected to happen have.  4 

Sectarian violence in Baghdad has been reduced because of the 5 

presence of more Coalition forces and the activities of Iraq 6 

security forces. 7 

  Equally important, I believe, the forces outside 8 

Baghdad, particularly in the Baghdad belts, but also in  9 

Diyala, particularly Baqubah, have done two things, really.  10 

One is that they have reduced what we call the accelerants 11 

coming into the Baghdad area, those things that cause 12 

sectarian violence like VBIEDs.  But then they have also been 13 

there for the forces that have -- the enemy forces that have 14 

departed Baghdad, so something to deal with them, not 15 

allowing them to have safe havens in places that they have 16 

gone before. 17 

  So all of this has given -- beginning to give the 18 

Iraq security forces both room and time to gain capability so 19 

that they will be able to, hopefully, eventually stand on 20 

their own.   21 

  So I think it's gotten off to a good start.  It 22 
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