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surge in troops to a surge in forces to a surge in
oper ati ons. And so that's just -- It really began on the
15th of this nonth.

So the things that we expected to happen have.
Sectarian viol ence in Baghdad has been reduced because of the

presence of nore Coalition forces and the activities of Iraq

security forces. @

Equal ly inportant, | believe, %@ orces outside
Baghdad, particularly in the Baghdacf\ ts, but also in
Diyala, particularly Baqubah, hav e two things, really.
One is that they have reduced t we call the accelerants
comng into the BaghdadNarea, those things that cause
sectarian viol ence Ilke . But then they have al so been

there for the force * have -- the eneny forces that have
departed Baghda so sonmething to deal wth them not
al | owi ng the% have safe havens in places that they have
gone before.

So all of this has given -- beginning to give the
Iraq security forces both roomand tine to gain capability so
that they will be able to, hopefully, eventually stand on
t heir own.

So | think it's gotten off to a good start. It
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