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guidance as well as separate travel networks to facilitate the movement of foreign fighters

into Saudi Arabia or Syria and subsequently across the border into Iragq. Groups falling
into this category include:

(S//REL) Jama'at Al-Tawhid wa Al-Jihad.

(1) Abu Musab al-Zargawi is the leader of this group, which is currently the most
dangerous in Iraq. His followers are extremely dedicated to their cause and show a
willingness to conduct spectacularly violent acts against Coalition and ITG forces.
Zargawi’ s influence over additional groups ((Salafists and Ansar al-Islam (Al)) is
primarily fundamentalist and has members from numerous countries. Zakgawi
maintains a loose affiliation with Al-Qaida, but reporting indicates an ide0logical
split. Zargawi is a Salafi adherent who aggressively pursues the ejéctienof the
Coalition and any western influence from the Middle East. In gentrasito Usama bin
Ladin (UBL), however, Zargawi does not stress Muslim unity” /A letter from
Zarqawi to UBL was intercepted by CF in early 2004 and Spelled out Zargawi’ s intent
to create tension between Sunni and Shia factions withimlragsto forestall the peaceful
transition to Iragi sovereignty. Zargawi has claimed(several recent attacks in Iraqg.

(SHREL) Al-Qaida (AQ). In Irag, AQ’sfootprintistikely small but effective. Itis
currently assessed that logistical support is the primagy activity of AQ.

(SHREL) Anti-Coalition Tribes. The basic structure of Iraqi society is the tribe.
Approximately 75% of Iraqis claim tribal affiliation. Some tribes of Iraq have over one
million members. The depth of family and tribal relationships exceed membership to any
other group. The dynamic is unlikewost western cultures and the tribal goals vary
significantly based on the issues, “Generally, they aim to maintain influence, increase
power, and gain patronage, Tribal support for the national government is crucial for Iraqi
success. The majority of the anti-Coalition Iraqi tribes are Sunni and are described as
follows.

(1) (SHREL) Tikriti. Thisisa Sunni tribe and many of its members belong to the Ba ath
party. The TiKriti tribe is located primarily in the Sunni Triangle.

(@) (SMREL) Al Nasr. This is a sub-tribe of the Tikriti tribe. It is the one that
Saddam claims his family heritage and is also located in the Sunni Triangle.

(2) (SHREL) Shammer. Elements of this tribe are thought to be more criminal than anti-
Coalition in that some of their members provide safe haven to drug and weapons
smugglers. The Shammer tribe is located in the Salah Ad Din Governate.

(3) (SHREL) Dulami. A powerful tribe that had many membersin the Ba ath Party. Itis
located in the Northern, Western and North-Central portion of Irag. This tribe is anti-
Coalition and is also loosely associated with the drug smuggler trade. Many of its
sub-tribes and clans are active along the Syrian/Iraqgi border providing safe haven and
access routes to foreign fighters.
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find few safe havens within Iraq. AIF groups will attempt to discredit the Interim
Iragi Government in the form of collaborative spectacular attacks. Expect a steady
rate of activity with periodic surges. The Zargawi Network is intent on
maintaining an operations tempo (OPTEMPO) which provides daily media
attention to successful attacks and will continue to target the ITG and ISF.

c. (U) Multi-National National Force-West (MNFE-W).

(1) (SHREL) Much of the violence in Iraq is within this region. The eastern portion of the
CF-W has a significant portions of the Sunni Triangle located within it. Coalition
Forces and Iraqi Security Forces are the primary targets for attacks; however, inter-
tribal fighting also takes place as the tribes vie for power within the region.§ As the
Iragi Security Forces continue to improve and become an effective(foree,they will be
increasingly targeted by the AIF groups.

(2) (SHREL) Threat.

Estimated
Group Strength Affiliated Remarks
FRE / SAR 2025-2125 Primagily Suhni Ba athist
MM 150-250
AMZ 50
Criminals/Support 300

(a) (SHREL) Current Situation. Ar Ramadi and Al Qaim are the current targets for
MEF continuing operations along the Euphrates river. Most of the tribes within
the eastern section aré Rro-Former Regime; their Anti-Coalition stance is such
that they provide assistanCe to the extremist and any other group that opposes
Coalition Forces. “The MSRs on the western portion of the MND-W are subject to
frequent ambushes and IEDs; however, these attacks appear to be mainly directed
towards Ifagi Se€urity Forces. Additionally, the attacks against the Iraqi Security
Forcesfargyfrequently criminal in nature or smugglers who are caught/stopped at
roadbloeks or checkpoints versus deliberate attacks to destabilize the government.

(bYSLREL) Assessment. Anti-Iraqi Forces will focus their attacks on Interim
Security Forces personnel and facilities, provincial government officials, as well
as critical infrastructure facilities. Insurgents will generally avoid direct
engagements with the CF and ISF, preferring hit-and-run tactics and standoff
attacks that offer greater survivability. AIF will continue to base themselves in
rural areas and “commute” to the city to conduct attacks. Additionally,
VBIED/IED attacks against convoys will continue to be the method of harassment
along MSRs and ASRs.

d. (U) Multi-National Division-Baghdad.
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(1) (SHREL) Baghdad has the highest concentration of daily activity due the various
types of insurgent elements operating within city. The city provides sanctuary, safe-
houses, weapons caches, and other logistical support for each of the groups operating
there. Additionally, the urban terrain gives the insurgents the ability to move through
the city while avoiding Coalition patrols. Baghdad provides ample targets for the

insurgents.
(2) (SHREL) Threat.
Estimated
Group Strength Affiliated Remarks
FRE / SAR 2350 Primarily Sunni Ba athist
Shia Extremists 1500 MM
AMZ 80
Crime/Support 1000-1800 International

(@) (SHREL) Current Situation. Baghdad will remaimthe,focus of AIF activity due
to the number and density of high impact targetsaAIF will continue attacks
against civilian, ISF, ITG and infrastructdres4-Ehere are various districts in
Baghdad that are assessed to be strongholdsifor AIF. These areas hold the
headquarters of groups such as the 1920 Revolutionary Group, Mohammed's
Army, Saraya Jihad, as well as_the;Mushim Ulema Council (MUC). Anti-lraqi
Forces roam freely and recruitifreely in these areas. Mosques are still currently
being used as safe-houses; weapons caches, and communications hubs for AlF.
The Al Nina, Al Hanifa, Umal Tarbul, and the Mother of all Battles Mosques are
being used as insurgent HQ and safe havens. Terrorist groups (e.g., Jamat al-
Tawid wa Al-Jihad, directed by Abu Mu'sab al-Zargawi) are largely responsible
for VBIED employmenis‘in Iraq, especially suicide VBIEDs and attacks against
Iraqgi civilians,

(b) (SHREL)Assessment. Anti-Iragi Forces will attempt to discredit the ability of
the ITG toyprevide a safe and secure environment by targeting the ISF and
prominent’government members. AIF will target Coalition Forces with indirect
fires against FOBs and VBIED/IEDs on MSRs, and they will target ITG and ISF
with®/BIED and assassinations against key political brokers. AIF will continue
to threaten and attack electrical, oil, and water infrastructure to promote
instability.

e. (U) Multi-National Division-Central South.

(1) (SHREL) Multi-National Division-Central South sector remains mostly quiet. The
majority of the sector is Shiite and supportive of the ITG. Grand Ayatollah Sistani’s
support of the new government has quieted a vast majority of the Shia. Only in the
northern portions of the sector along the MSRs and in the Sunni dominated areas are
there significant amount of activity. In MND-CS, key city is Al Kut.
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