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1. (U) Kurdish Regional Forces (not all inclusive).
a. (U) Kurdistan Denocratic Party (KDP)
(1) Key Points

(a) (U/EOJO- The KDP's greatest threats
are the Turkish insurgents of the Kurdistan
Workers' Party (PKK), the remmants of the
Iraqi paranilitary forces scattered throughout
Iraq and the Turkish Arnmy. The chance of
conflict between the KDP and its rival Kurdish
group, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK),
is currently assessed to be | ow

(b) (SL/NE) KDP soldiers are skilled in
mount ai n warfare, but |ack key weapon systens,
equi pment, anmunition, and parts. They_are naot
as well organized or disciplined as a
conventional force

(c) (SHNE) KDP ground forcesiare structured simlarly to
US Arny light infantry brigades andvbattalions, and probably
specialize in small unit raidsfand anbushes.

(d) (SLANE) KDP ground forces are capabl e of achieving
limted, |local successes,( but, need external assistance to nount a
serious attack. KDP unistsswid'| be hesitant to initiate ground
operations against a large conventional force, unless their |eaders
are convinced of external support.

(e) (SHREL)Y KDP (and PUK) forces will maintain their
mlitary stru€ture/during post hostilities | Ol support the
political influence of the Kurdish parties in the new governnent.
They willnoth)target US interests, and will generally obey US
directiyvesyto w thdraw forces fromkey areas such as Kirkuk and
Mosul 4& Theyawi | | seek to exercise influence in and around the
areas surroundi ng Kirkuk, Msul and Tuz Khurmatu, using snall
el enent's "‘of Peshnerga presence, allied with |ocal Kurdish Tribes.
They will also participate (in small nunbers) in evicting Arabs
fromhonmes formally occupi ed by Kurds. These actions will be I ow
| evel in nature, designed not to cause a US or Turkish reaction.
Forces fromboth parties will seize abandoned weapons | eft al ong
the Green Line, IOl bolster their capabilities. Though both the
KDP and PUK have cooperated thus far, they have rarely gone nore
than a few years without factional infighting. Now that the regine

B-1-D-1



Declassified by: MG Michael X. Garrett,
USCENTCOM Chief of Staff
Declassified on: 201506
SECRET/NOEORN

(U) TAB D (OTHER REGIONAL FORCES) APPENDIX 1 (INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE)
TO ANNEX B (INTELLIGENCE) TO V CORPS (US) OPLAN FINAL VICTORY

has fallen (their common eneny), both parties will be jockeying for
predom nance in Kurdish politics and the new governnent, which wll
result in political tension and possibly mnor infighting. Open,
mlitary conflict is not likely. As long as its goals of
federalismand limted Kurdish autonony in postwar lrag are on the
Coalition agenda, the KDP (and PUK) will remain a pro-Coalition
force. Recently, the PUK has been nore cooperative wth the
Coalition than the KDP.

(2) (YU Background

(a) (U/EQJO In August 1946, The Kurdi stan Depmcratic Party
(KDP) was established in Baghdad by Millah Mistafa Barzani —father
of current KDP | eader Massoud Barzani. The KDP consists of a
secul ar political novenent and a subordinate willit@ary wi ng, which
opposed the Saddam Hussein regine. Its goal is f0%reate an
aut ononpbus Kurdistan state in northern Iragfthat ‘s donmi nated by
the KDP. This group operates mainly inghe FEbiJ area in northwest
Iraq. The Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (RUK), 1ts main Kurdish,
operates further to the southeast in the area around As
Sul aymani yah.

(b) (U/EQJO) The failure f the Kurds' uprising against the
Iragi Arny at the concl usion ‘ef ‘Operati on DESERT STORM resulted in
the establishnent of a safe haven by the international comunity in
northern Iragq. This area was reinforced by the creation of the "no-
fly" zone above the 36th (parallel that was enforced by British and
US nilitary aircrafte=\Within this enclave the Kurds have been
able to control theiriowngaffairs: the KDP admi nisters the western
portion while the PUK dam nates the eastern section. C ashes
bet ween the KDP andwPUK broke out after 1991 due to a history of
political and péersenal rivalries and chronic nutual mistrust.
Rel ati ons between the groups have been further strained due to the
KDP's past _w il ingness to work with the Iragi governnent agai nst
the PUK. Jhisyconflict had been further exacerbated by tensions

over revenuefromthe lucrative border trade in oil, which until
recentyl y, ‘passed exclusively through KDP controlled territory into
Tdrkey.

(c) (U/EFAJO Relations between the KDP and PUK have i nproved
over'the | ast several years, particularly since 1998 when both
groups signed the U. S. -brokered Washi ngt on Agreenent that
nornal i zed rel ati ons between the two groups. The possibility of
further fighting between the KDP and PUK is thus currently assessed
as low, particularly after the | eaders of the two groups signed an
agreement on 8 Septenber 2002 to resolve lingering disputes from
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the 1998 peace agreenent. Another regional threat to the KDP has
been the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK), an ethnically Turkish-Kurd
organi zation, which in Spring 2002 was renaned the Kurdi stan
Freedom and Denocracy Congress (KADEK)

(d) (U/EQJO) Turkey is openly hostile to a possible
i ndependent Kurdish state or any significant neasure of autonony
for Irag's Kurds and has formally branded KADEK as a terrori st
organi zation. Iran and Syria are al so agai nst Kurdish stateghood due
to the destabilizing influence this would have on their ownfrestive
Kur di sh popul ations. Unlike the PUK, the KDP does not havesa
relationship with Iran. lraqi Kurdistan renmains an area of
significant interest for Iraq and the other surroundi pgynati ons not
only for its vast oilfields, but because rainfal ls/and, show fromits
pl at eaus and nountains provide a critical wat®er resource for the
entire region.

(e) (C) The KDP is a tribally basédygroup whose | eadership
| argely belongs to the Barzani fam |y« Thiss,group is essentially
ur ban- based and seeks to maintain the status quo by defending its
portion of lraqi Kurdistan. Despitegits mstrust of the Hussein
governnent, the KDP had been forcediby circunstances to cooperate
with it by smuggling Iragi oi) imtoyTurkey and providing
informati on on the regional aeti'vities of the United States and
ot her opposition groups. The KDR al'so turned to the Iraqgis for
support as a neans to offset the"PUK' s relationship with Iran—t
aided Iraqi forces in their attack against the PUKin Irbil in
1996. The KDP al so contsisnUessto strive to nmaintain a good working
relationship with thelTarki sh governnent due to their common
border. The KDP is disstwmustful of the U S. governnent, whomit
percei ves as inconsistent and not necessarily supportive of Kurdish
goal s.

(f) (UAFQJO The main armed forces in the Kurdistan
Aut ononous Zone” (KAZ) are under the control of the KDP and PUK
Both greups,pmintain a military wing run by their respective
defensge ministries in Irbil and As Sul aymani yah. The KDP is
sdppor ted by donations from Kurdi sh conmuniti es overseas and sone
i ntepnati‘onal aid.

(3) (U Oganization and Depl oynent
(a) (SL/NF) The KDP military wing, called the Falak, is
estinmated to have the ability to surge to around 33,000 regul ar

sol diers, and possibly up to 50,000 when village nilitia are
included. The Turkish military estimates the KDP's total nilitary
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(ii) (SHNE) Peshnerga (guerilla; translated as "he who
faces death" in Kurdish) units, which consist of non-
unifornmed irregul ars.

(iii) (SIHNF) KDP Special Forces units that consist of
uniforrmed soldiers with infantry training and are capabl e of
conducting light nmountain-infantry operations, sabotage,
anti-arnor anbushes, and infiltration behind eneny Iines. KDP
Speci al Forces soldiers wear red berets and standardized
uni forms with conpl ete | oad-bearing equi pment (LBE).

(4) (U Weapons and Equi pnent

(a) (SLNF) The KDP is lightly arned with assaults rifles,

sniper rifles, light and heavy nmachi neguns, ahtitank’ grenade
| aunchers, guided nmissiles, and | andnines. Its foreés have limted
anounts of nmediumcaliber nortars, limted amunts of 106-nmm

recoilless rifles, and two battalions worth<of /ol der howitzers (see
table 1). Sone recoilless rifles are founted _on Toyota pickup
trucks. The nunber of field artillery pileces, rocket |aunchers
(RLs), and air defense (AD) systens=whi chbinclude captured 23-nm
heavy machi neguns and SA-7s—s alsollimted. Their utility is
limted by a | ack of amunitien./ Because resupply of anmunition and
spare parts is problenatic, tthe 'KDP/(like the PUK) probably
purchases much of its suppliesen the black nmarket. Lack of
artillery amunition neanshthat KDP forces rarely train with their
howi t zers or nortars, and they receive no training in targeting or
counter-battery fire. hheyKDP and PUK both have obtai ned abandoned
Iragi Arny equi pnent, Sigice the start of Operation Iraqi Freedom
Exact nunbers are unknowd, but it is believed that between the two
groups they have acquired over 100 tanks, as well as numerous
artillery piece§, “and air defense systens.

Tabl e 1%, (U Types of KDP Equi prment
AK-47 Assault Rifle

G3 Rfle

RPG- 7

RPK Machi negun

PKM Machi negun

Sni per Rifle (NFI)

12. 7- nm Machi negun

14. 5- mm Machi negun

23-mm Machi negun

SA-7 SAM

AT-3 ATGM

“Kat yusha” (107mm) 12-tube MRL

B-1-D-6

SECRET/NOFORN



Declassified by: MG Michael X. Garrett,
USCENTCOM Chief of Staff
Declassified on: 201506
SECRET/NOEORN

(U) TAB D (OTHER REGIONAL FORCES) APPENDIX 1 (INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE)
TO ANNEX B (INTELLIGENCE) TO V CORPS (US) OPLAN FINAL VICTORY

Howi t zer (NFI)

81-nmm 82-nmm Nbrt ar
87.6-mm Mort ar

100- mm Mort ar

120- mm Mort ar

106-mm Recoilless Rifle
-SECRETNOFCORN-

(b) (SLLNE) The KDP uses "Mdtorol a-type" hand-hel d radifos,
satellite phones, and cell tel ephones to communicate. The group's
cell phone net is quite extensive; however, it is restrieted to
urban areas such as Salah ad Din, Irbil, and Dohuk. J/or mradi o
net works, the KDP enploys a daily code system KDP figl @ commanders
use HF radios that are frequently intercepted byglraqgis Turkish,
and Iranian signal intelligence units.

(5) (U) Tactics, Techniques and Procedures

(a) (SHNF) Small unit raids andyambushes are the primary
tactics enployed by the KDP peshnergas. “Ln addition, traditional
nmount ai n-fighting skills are passed(fromone generation to the
next. KDP forces usually attack at_night and will engage two
adj oi ning |istening/observatig@npostis'with two or three men while a
| arger force penetrates the perineter and engages the interior line
of the opposing force. The inithal attack enploys nortar fire,

RPGs, multiple rocket |aunchers (likely 122 mn), "Katyusha" rockets
(likely 107 mm, and cannon fire. ADA weapons are used in the
ground- attack node and”as ‘a=di version. After the artillery attack
KDP forces will advance on foot to conduct a raid and then retreat;
however, the retreat \w I"l' probably not be covered by artillery.
After each engagenents,, the conmanders routinely critique the

m ssion in order to inprove their tactics. Their goals when
engagi ng consi stawof gathering intelligence, acquiring equi pnent,
and adversely “affecting the norale of their adversaries. The KDP
has simlar tactics, training and equi pnent as the PUK

(b) (SMNF) KDP forces are capable of interdicting roads,
anbushi ng convoys, and defending in nmountainous terrain. They would
betabl e"'to achi eve | ocalized tactical successes agai nst ground
forces if backed by airpower, but they would be challenged to
exploit their tactical successes or to hold ground agai nst
concerted conventional counterattacks.

(c) (SHNF) The KDP has a mlitary acadeny |ocated in Zakho,

where officers and peshnergas receive fornmal nilitary training (3
years for officers and 6 nonths for peshnmergas). The curricul um
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probably follows that of the former Iraqi military, which is based
on 1950s British tactics and drills. Additionally, it may include

techni cal classes on weapons common to the KDP and its enemies, as
wel | as weapon assenbly and nmi ntenance. Both the KDP and PUK have
received training from Turki sh Special Forces (SF) and both groups
have conducted joint anti-PKK operations with Turkish SF units in

northern Iragq. The KDP has reportedly fornmed a Special Forces unit
conpri sed of personnel trained by the Turks.

(6) (U Characteristics of the Force

(a) (U/EOQJO) Most peshnergas are in the servige, of _one of
the Kurdish political parties, although traditional llystthey fought
in the service of tribal chiefs and were support edwby, t/hose chi efs.
These guerillas wear traditional Kurdish dress, which for nen
consists of loose trousers with a shirt and jackety cunmer bund, and
a skullcap over which is worn a turban foldedfroma |arge square
of material. Colors of clothing are frequently_synbolic of the
tribe, alliance, or political party: <yeldoew.is the color of the
KDP and green is the color of the PUK “Younger Kurds, however, nay
dress nore in Western fashion. Tradigti onab dress is sonetines m xed
with olive drab and woodl and pattern U S. or U K Battle Dress
Uni f or ns ( BDU)

(b) (SLENEF) Large nunbersyof Kurds have served in the Iraq
mlitary and | ater gai ned ‘experience fighting against lraqi forces.
O her strengths include plentiful experience in nmountain fighting
and an excell ent know edgeyof the region's difficult terrain. The
synbiotic rel ationshi p #etween the Kurds and their nountains is so
strong that they have becone synonynous: the Kurds' hone ends
wher e t he nount ai NSwend and the Kurds as a distinct people have
survived throughouty history only when living in the nountains.

(c) (SFENF) Despite their reputation as acconplished nountain
fighters, JtheyKurds |ack sufficient inventories of arnored
vehi cl esy, heavy weapons (fire support, anti-arnor, and air
defensg), /mhitary transport, conmunications equi pnent, and ni ght
vi(siyon ‘egui pnent. They have augnented their equi pnent by acquiring
anyunkAown quantity of abandoned Iraqgi Army equi pment. They al so
do 'not have a cohesive or structured military organization to
successfully plan and engage a conventional arny. Wile the KDP
tries to maintain both |ogistical and nai ntenance support for their
weapons and other military equi pnent, both are insufficient to
mai ntai n prol onged, conventional warfare. Despite these
shortconi ngs, Kurdish forces have proved to be a significant
chal l enge to Iraqi arnor-heavy of fensives in nountainous terrain in
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the past. The nmilitia nature of Kurdish forces makes their nunbers
difficult to verify; nmany are reservists or village mlitianen, who
join units near their home and receive only rudinentary training.

(d) (SHNE) Kurdish forces |ack discipline and cohesion (from
a Western perspective). For exanple, they reportedly have a
tendency to overreach when they achieve success and to break ranks
and revert to protecting their famlies when they feel the mlitary
situation is against them Kurdish groups have a history of
shifting loyalties/alliances and decades of insurgent conbat
experience, but little ability to operate as part of acomventiona
force.

(7) (U Qutlook

(a) (SLNF) The KDP is not assessed to bejable to conduct
conventional conbat operations agai nst convent¥onal ground units
wi t hout outside support. However, despigd’ent héi r/ operati onal
deficiencies and resource shortconi ngs, the, KDP' s peshnergas woul d
be tenaci ous and skilled fighters when notivated to defend their
territory. They have inval uabl e uncenventional nountain warfare
expertise. The KDP is not assessed to be capable of projecting
significant forces outside ofgit& pertion of the Kurdish safe haven
in northern Iraq w thout outside)assistance.

(b) (S) The KDP wil[%seek to expand its influence over the
general areas of Msul and Kiyrkuk without alarmng the Coalition or
causing a Turkish reactingny,+ They will gain additional weaponry
abandoned by the Iragis¢ and support Kurdish tribes and Kurd
attenpts to reclai mlostefproperty due to Arabization. Actions wll
be at the small unity,level, difficult to detect, and providing sone
pl ausi bl e deni abi I'isty to the political |eadership. Al KDP actions
will also be_shaped by perceived gains by their rival, the PUK

(C)o/(SHNE) I n the nountainous environment of I|raqi
Kur di stan, sthe KDP could sustain a |ong-
term ol owsl evel insurgency.
b. (U) Patwi‘etic Union of Kurdistan (PUK)
(1) Key Points
(a) (U/EFOJO The PUK' s greatest
threats are conventional nilitary forces

(Turkish forces currently) remaining Iraqi
paranilitary and the insurgents of the Ansar
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al-1slam Conflict with its rival Kurdish group, the Kurdistan
Denocratic Party (KDP) is currently assessed to be low. The PUK
will also resist Badr Corps attenpts to extend influence in
northeastern Iragq.

(b) (SHNE) PUK soldiers are skilled in nmountain warfare but
| ack key weapon systens, anmunition, and repair parts. They are
nei ther well organi zed nor disciplined as a conventional force.

(c) (SHNE) PUK ground forces are structured simlarly to
US. Arny light infantry brigades and battalions and specisalize in
small unit raids and anbushes.

(d) (CHREL TO USA- ERA- GBR and GER) The PUK, i‘s#/devel opi ng
its own rocket |aunchers and extended-range rockets.

(e) (SHNF) PUK ground forces cannot defieéat® conventi onal
forces. They are capabl e of achieving Limted, Jocal successes, but
need external assistance to nount a se€riousgchall enge.

(f) (SHREL)> PWK forces willp maintain their mlitary
structure during post hostilities I'QI support the political
i nfluence of the Kurdish partjesfinytthe new government. They will
not target US interests, and ‘Wl generally obey US directives to
wi thdraw forces fromkey areas such as Kirkuk and Mosul. They will
seek to exercise influenceyin and around the areas surrounding
Ki rkuk, Msul and Tuz Khurnmatu, using snall el enents of Peshnerga
presence, allied wth Jsocal Kurdish Tribes. They will also
participate (in small (ininbers) in evicting Arabs from hones
formal |y occupi ed by \Kurds. These actions will be low level in
nat ure, designed noty,to cause a US or Turkish reaction. Forces
fromboth parti@es Ww Il seize abandoned weapons | eft along the Green
Line, 10T bolster their capabilities. Though both the KDP and PUK
have cooperated thus far, they have rarely gone nore than a few
years w tfioutyfactional infighting. Now that the regime has fallen
(their compn’ eneny), both parties will be jockeying for
predomi nanceyi n Kurdish politics and the new governnent, which wll
résult Wadpolitical tension and possibly mnor infighting. Open,
m i t'afy ‘eonflict is not likely. As long as its goals of
federalismand limted Kurdish autonony in postwar Iraq are on the

Coal'ition agenda, the PUK will remain a pro-Coalition force.
Recently, the PUK has been nore cooperative with the Coalition than
t he KDP.

(2) (V) Background
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Sul aymani yah, which contain lightly arnored civilian and arnored
vehicles, and a mlitary police force scattered throughout PUK-
controlled territory.

(3) (U Weapons and Equi pnent

(a) (SLNE) The PUK is lightly armed with assault rifles,
sniper rifles, light and heavy machi neguns, antitank grenade
| aunchers and gui ded missiles, and | andm nes. As nentioned
earlier, its forces have linted anounts of medi um caliber\noritars
and 106-mmrecoilless rifles. The nunber of field artifdllekry
pi eces, rocket launchers (RLs) and air defense (AD) systens, which
i nclude 23-nm heavy machi neguns and SA-7s, nostly captuned fromthe
Iraqis, is also limted. Their utility is |imted"hy ‘asl ack of
amruni ti on. Because resupply of amunition ahd 'sparfe parts is
probl ematic, the PUK purchases nuch of its supphies®on the black
market. Lack of artillery anmunition neansfthat "PUK forces rarely
train with their howitzers or nortars, 4and they receive no training
in targeting or counter-battery fire.< ThesPUK and KDP bot h have
obt ai ned abandoned Iraqi Arny equi pnenti¥since the start of
Qperation Iraqi Freedom Exact nupbers “are unknown, but it is
bel i eved that between the two groups, they have acquired over 100
tanks, as well as nunerous artildery ‘pi eces, and air defense
syst ens.

(b) (SHNE) PUK Equi prrent | nventory

Equi pnentt | nventory
AK- 47 "assault rifle 18, 000
G 3wifle 1200
RBRG 7 2800
RPK machi negun 1700
PKM rachi negun 900
Sniper rifle (NFI) 450
12. 7- mm machi negun 20
14. 5- mm machi negun 20
23- nm machi negun 2
SA-7 SAM 30
AT-3 ATGM 30
"Kat yusha" (107-mm)
12-tube MR 15
81-mm nortar 20
B-1-D-14
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87.6-mm nortar 10
100- mm nort ar 5
120- mm nort ar 10
1_06— mm recoil | ess 15
rifle

(c) (EHRE—TFOoYUSA—FRA—EBR—and—cER) Recent reports (since
m d-July 2002) indicate that the PUK has devel oped its own_g=ecket
| aunchers and has conducted R&D on both extended-range, 122-sm
rockets and on its own 274-nm | arge caliber rocket. Botlr pregrans
have been active since at least 1996. Two "Grad" rocket auncher
versi ons have been identified: a four-tube |auncher and“a six-tube
| auncher. The four-tube | auncher uses a UNI MOG t ruck, and the six-
tube launcher is nounted on a Mercedes cargo trucks 4 Both | aunchers
were constructed using conponents that were scavenged from
equi pnent fromthe Iran-lraq War and from | ragi haunchers captured
by PUK forces since 1991. The peshnergas, posSess at |east 6500
122-mm rockets, both Russian- and |rani an: nade:

(d) (EHREE—TFO-USA—FRA—CEBRand—ER) An Iraqi air defense
weapons technician who defected and'joined the PUK in 1996 has
reportedly ai ded PUK rocket-develsopment efforts. One of these
efforts has involved nodifications to the 122-nmrocket to extend
its range beyond the 20.5-21.0skmsstandard range: extension of the
rocket notor body, and replacenent of the rear pop-out fins with
eight fins, four nmounted gust aft of the warhead and four just
forward of the rocket nozzl e assenbly. If fielded, this type of
rocket would require a new rail |auncher instead of the tubes used
wi th standard 122-nm rockets

(e) (EHREETOVUSA—RA—EBR—and—cER) The PUK has al so
devel oped a | arlge-cal i ber (274-nmm), possibly |ong-range, unguided
rocket, which.i s®8200-mm | ong and nmounts three 122- nm war heads.
The three rocket war heads are fused (probably w th inpact/point-
detonati ng,fuses) and a netal cap (nosecone) placed over the entire
war head assenbly. This program began in 1999, but no details on
currenty capability, nunbers made, or |auncher construction are
knowAmat 4this tinme. As with the fixed-fin, 122-mmrocket, this
rocket would require a rail |auncher.

(4) (V) Conmunications
(a) (SHNH The PUK uses cell phones, handhel d radios

("Motorola type"), satellite phones, and cell tel ephones to
comruni cate. The group also uses a daily radio code for HF radio
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nets that are frequently nonitored by Iraqgi, Turkish, and Iranian
forces.

(b) (SLHNE) Reportedly the KDP conmmuni cates between units by
usi ng both secure HF tactical radios and nonsecure UHF hand- hel d
radi os. The exact nodel and capabilities of these HF/ UHF radi os are
unknown. Sone of the nore conmon comercial VHF radi os used by
transnational and insurgent groups are the 1CV68 (lcon), |IC HL6
(lcom, 1GV100 (lconm), TH 28 (Kenwood), TH 22 (Kenwood), FT-23R
(Yaesu), FT-411(Yaesu), and DJ-195 (Alinco). It is likely that the
KDP, PUK, and KADEK/ PKK are using hand-hel d VHF radios imlar to
t hese.

(c) (U A cellular tel ephone operation wasgestabld shed in the
Kurdi sh area of Iraq in 2000 by the Asia Conpany,sa fprivate
corporation. GSM 900 cellular service is avail able=in the Kurd-
controlled northern Iraqi cities of Sulaymani yah“and Irbil.
Pl anning i s underway to expand cel |l ul ai/coverage to the city of
Dahuk in northwest Irag and eventual | ¥ t hfeughout the entire
Kurdi sh region. The cellular systemin“dse in Sulaynmani yah covers
about 8 kmof the city and its subugbs. Cellular coverage in Irbil
is probably | ess extensive.

(d) (U Apart fromthe ‘kurdi sh area, Iraq does not currently
have a cel lul ar tel ephone, network, although Baghdad was seeking UN
approval to purchase one phior to hostilities. This severely limts
KDP, PUK, and KADEK/ PKK use ‘of cellul ar phones as a neans of
conmuni cati ons when outssj de0f Kurd-controlled northern Iraq. The
possibility exists fof #hése groups to use overlapping cellular
phone service from othem’countries along the border of Iragqg.

(e) (SLNF) Portable satellite tel ephones offer an alternate
met hod of wir@l'ess/communications that is effective in areas of the
world, like northern Iraq, that |ack an adequate conmuni cations
infrastructure.”It is highly likely that all three Kurdish groups
have acecess, 10 satellite tel ephones from Thuraya, | NVARSAT,

G obalest ary, "or AsiaSat. Thuraya GSM satellite phones are readily
avaiyl abheswi t hin the Kurdish region and |ook sinmilar to cellular
handset's.y Satellite phones would nost |ikely be reserved for KDP,
PUK;. and KADEK/ PKK | eaders and commuanders, and not used by the
averiage group nenber.

(f) (U The I NVARSAT-C system was introduced in 1991.
| NMARSAT- C provi des tel ex and | ow speed data comuni cati on services
(600 bps) in a store-and-forward format. | NMARSAT-C al so provi des
Emai| services. The terminal can have a built-in d obal Positioning
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doctrinal, conbined arns assault, which was supported by a
Republ i can Guard SF brigade, which led the attack

(c) (SHNE) The PUK has a nmilitary college located in As
Sul aymani yah where regi nental and brigade conmanders receive form
training. The curriculumfollows that of the lragi military, which
is based on British tactics and drills and includes technica
cl asses on weapons common to the PUK and its enemes as well as
assenbly and weapon nai ntenance. Both the PUK and KDP havg
received training from Turki sh special forces (SF), and both groups
have conducted joint anti-Kurdistan Wirkers' Party (PKK) _eperations
with Turkish SF in northern Iraq.

(6) (U Characteristics of the Force

(a) (U/EFOJO Most peshnergas (guerillas,\transl ated as "t hey
who face death" in Kurdish) are in the servifce of*one or the other
Kurdi sh political parties, although traditionally they fought in
the service of tribal chiefs and wered{supperted by those chiefs.
These guerillas wear traditional Kurdish dress, which for nen
consists of loose trousers with a shirt and jacket, cunmerbund, and
a skullcap over which is worn a turban folded froma | arge square
of material. Colors of clothing@are,ferequently synbolic of the
tribe, alliance or political ‘party its wearer belongs to: Yellow
is the color of the KDP, and green the color of the PUK  Younger
Kurds, however, may be dressed nbre in Western fashion. This
traditional dress is sonmetimes mixed with olive drab and woodl and
pattern U S. or UK Battsde“Bress Uniforns (BDU)

(b) (SI/NEF) Largewmnunbers of Kurds have served in the Iraq
mlitary, and | atéerwgai ned experience fighting against Iragqi
forces. Oher Strengths include plentiful experience in nountain
fighting and @nyexcel | ent know edge of the region's difficult
terrain. TheWsynbiotic relationship between the Kurds and their
nount ai ns,li s 'so”strong that they have become synonynous: The
Kurds' _hore, ends where the nmountains end, and the Kurds as a
di stinct peopl e have survived throughout history only when Iiving
i Anthe "npUNt ai ns.

(c) (SIHNE) Despite their reputation as acconplished nountain
fighters, in nost situations the Kurds lack sufficient inventories
of arnored vehicles, heavy weapons (fire support, antiarnor and air
defense), mlitary transport, and conmunicati ons and night vision
equi prent. They al so do not have a cohesive or structured nmilitary
organi zation to successfully plan and engage a conventional arny.
Al'though the PUK tries to maintain both |ogistical and naintenance
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support for their weapons and for other nilitary equi pnent, both
are insufficient to maintain prolonged, conventional warfare. The
mlitia nature of Kurdish forces nakes their nunbers difficult to
verify, many are reservists or village mlitianen, who join units
near their homes and receive only a little rudinentary training.

(d) (SLNE) Kurdish forces |lack discipline and cohesion
They reportedly have a tendency to overreach when they achieve
success in engaging an eneny and to break ranks and revertgto
protecting their famlies when they feel the nmilitary situation is
agai nst them Kurdish groups have a history of shifting
| oyalties/alliances and decades of insurgent conmbat experience, but
little ability to operate as part of a conventional (foree.

(7) (U Qutlook

(a) (SHNF) The PUK is not assessed t0 be.able to conduct
conventional combat wi thout outside suppont.®{ However, despite
their operational deficiencies and resource,shortconings, the PUK s
peshnergas are tenacious and skilled fi'ghters. They have
i nval uabl e unconventional nountain warfare expertise. The PUK is
not assessed to be capable of projeéeceting significant forces outside
of its portion of the Kurdishgsafethaven in northern Irag.

(b) (S) The POK wil] seekyto expand its influence over the
general areas of Tuz Khurmatu (and south to Diyala Province),
Kirkuk and to a | esser extent, Mosul, wi thout alarmng the Coalition
or causing a Turkish reacti,on. They will gain additional weaponry
abandoned by the Iragis¢ and support Kurdish tribes and Kurd
attenpts to reclai mlostefproperty due to Arabization. Actions wll
be at the small unity,level, difficult to detect, and providing sone
pl ausi bl e deni abi ity to the political |eadership. Al PUK actions
will also be_ _ghaped by perceived gains by their rival, the KDP

(C)o/(SHNE) The PUK is one of the few non-nationa
organi zatjions' that perforns adequate artillery maintenance, as well
as conductiing,its own R&D and production prograns. The artillery
weaponsatdey possess, including the locally fabricated 122-mm
rocket “baunchers, can provide linmted fire support, and could
remain effective as long as ammunition, repair parts, and
transportation assets renain available. The PUK has denonstrated
that if all three are available, its forces can acconplish the
artillery mssions of shooting and noving.

(d) (SHNE) In the nountainous environnent of Iraq
Kurdi stan, the PUK could sustain a long-term |owlevel insurgency
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if the group were to have external support. They would be able to
i npose a logistical strain on conventional ground forces by
interdicting roads and attacki ng convoys.

<&
Q
O

N

(U Kurdi sh Aut onomous Zone and Maj or G oups
c. (U Islamic Unity Movenent in Iraqgi Kurdistan (I MI)

(1) (SHREE—TFeYSA—and—NATO This | ongstandi ng Kurdi sh Fundanment al
I sl ami st group has splintered and renaned itself several tinmes. It
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(1) (SHREE—TFoUYUSA—and—NATS The I GK of Mullah Ali Bapir was
formed in May 2001 after it broke away fromthe IMKI. It is based in

Ahrmad Awah, north of Al territory. [1GKis pro-lran and had dealings with
Al, allowing Al fighters to traverse its territory, although not
participating directly in terrorist attacks.

(2) (SHRELTFO-USA—and—NATO) Bapir is often characterized as
pro-lran and synpathizing with A, though not overly supporting them

Like IMKI, the IGK will probably seek to mnimnize contacts with Al sand
portray thenselves as a legitimte Fundanentalist |slamc party.

(3) {(SHREEFoUSA=andNATO |IGK s mlitaryHQuwas™ struck

on the first night of coalitions attacks on Al, pronpting“apol©ogies from
the PUK, who |ater nade a deal for I1GK to tenporarily w thdrfaw north to
Dari shana. Wiile initial reports clained 100 I CK fighters/killed, they
|later cited 39, of perhaps some 150-300 total fi ghtwersy Reportedly,
approxi mately 25 fighters left to join Al. I wld likely push for a
swift return to their territory and | obby Ir@an to push for departure of
PUK troops. Sone Al fighters likely fled wi th4G{"and sone | &K

extrem sts alnost certainly renmain in the group, yielding a possible,

i ndividual -level terrorist threat to coaljition forces. Gven the group's
patronage fromlran, it will probably reestablish itself as a snmall
political party, albeit severely weakened, "1GK will not be supportive of
coalition presence.

e. (U Iraqi Turkoman Front {1TTE)

(1) (SHREE—FOHgSAand—NATO) The ITF is
a coalition of Turkoman pattites, though other
ethnic parties outside their unbrella exist. The
Turkomen mnority arefscattered across north Irag-
nost outside the Kupdiysh-controlled region. It
represents the nationalist fringe of the Turkoman
popul ation, despite)Ankara's insistence it speaks
for all Turkomans. / Despite its limted actua
representatiqon wi thin the |Z Turkoman popul ation
it w el dsygreatsinfluence due to the backing of
Tur key. WTurkeyyuses the | TF (under the auspices of
protecting Turkomans) as a vehicle to exert
i nfluence in the area.

(2) (SHREL—TFO-USA—-andNATFO There have been years of
friction between the ITF and the ruling Kurd factions, such as refusing
to register ITF mlitia weapons or participate in the Kurdish-controlled
parlianment. The group is headquartered in Irbil, Ied by Sannan Aga.
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(3) (SHREE—TOUSA
AUS—and—EBR) The | TF routinely
opposes the Kurdi stan Regi ona
Government (KRG, refusing to
register its nmlitia weapons or
participate in KRG institutions
l'ike parlianent. Although there
is no history of ethnic hatred,
there have been several arned
cl ashes and instances of
vandal i sm bet ween Kurds and the
| TF Tur komans t hroughout the
1990s. The group is
headquartered in Irbil, led by
Sannan Aga. Its nmilitia, the
Akincilar--"Raiders"--are
per haps 1,000 strong, but the
party likely has many nore arned
menbers with vari ous degrees of training. Wiil eitshere are ot her Turkonan
parties, the ITF is by far the nost inportant¥given its ties to Ankara.

(4) (SHREETFoYSA—AUS—anrd—=cBR) The party will continue

to loudly call for greater Turkomanerifght's and oppose any Baghdad
concessions for Kurdish autonony. |I'TF nenbers will continue to frequently
conpl ain of Kurdi sh harassnent 0 Coalition forces, clains which in the
early days of the postwar era proved fal se or exaggerated on

i nvestigation. Recent reportsfindicate Turkish SOF has supplied the ITF
with additional small arns. 1t “iss”unlikely the I TF woul d target

US/ coalition forces, but confdigct with Kurdi sh Peshnmerga is possible.
Sunni Tribes will seek | TFusupport agai nst Kurdish influence, know ng
that Turkey will ultinmately protect the |ITF, and provide a counter

bal ance.

f. (U Assyrian, Denocratic Movenent in Northern Iraq (ADM

)N ( SHREL—TFO-USA—anrd—NATFO For ned
in 1979 t'o represent the estinmated 100, 000
Assyrian Christians in Northern Iraq, the ADM
claims 5,000 nmenbers, half of themlightly
ar med.

(2) (SHREL—TFOo-USA—and—NATE) The

ADM has tried to stay neutral in intra-Kurd

B-1-D-23






Declassified by: MG Michael X. Garrett,
USCENTCOM Chief of Staff
Declassified on: 201506

SECREHINOFORN

(U) TAB D (OTHER REGIONAL FORCES) APPENDIX 1 (INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE)
TO ANNEX B (INTELLIGENCE) TO V CORPS (US) OPLAN FINAL VICTORY

| oss of 150 fighters reduces Al's fighting force by roughly one
quarter. Iran's willingness to arrest Al |eaders and crackdown on
border crossings is contrary to previous covert support provided by
el ements within the security services.

(d) (SHNH As of 26 Mar 03 , senior Al official Kamaran
Mawl ud Kakil, al so known as Abu Afghani was reported killed al ong
with six other Al fighters in the Talak area in Northeastern Iraq.
In addition, Al official Mullah Ali Abd Al Aziz and other fighters
wer e wounded at a checkpoint in Sayyid Salim However |ranian
authorities claimAbu Afghani is one of the Al officialfs_detal ned
crossing the lrag-lran border in the recent reportingson,30 Mar 03.

(e) (SHNH At the start of the coalition/PEK aoffiensive in
northeastern lraq, Al’'s strength was estinmated ats700 fighters.
Currently the nunber of Al fighters killed in cealhisti on operations
is estimated at 300, including an unknown ndnber “of “Arab Afghans”
and an unknown number of wounded, captured, “or /detained. Casualty
figures may include extrem sts fromthe LsSkam c G oup of Kurdistan
(1K)

(f) (SHNA Al forces are in‘disarray. PUK forces that
overran the former Al stronghel d§ of “Sargat. Hanadi n, and Daranar
encountered only sporadic resistiance, nainly sniper fire, fromthe
surroundi ng high ground. G ven“its dw ndling range of options, the
Al played what is probablyaits closest thing to a trunp card:
sui cide bonb attacks. One Al\fighter in Zardahal, feigning
surrender, conducted assuiteci.de bonb attack that killed three
Peshner ga sol di ers.

(g9) (SHNA Coenfironted with coalition and PUK suprenacy, the
| oss of its secureyenclave, and the possible denial of sanctuary in
Iran, the Al i"shassessing its options for continued survival and
resi stance._The group will likely attenpt to engage targets of
oppor t unitly, “eonducting suicide attacks or other terrorist nissions
usi ng improvissed expl osive devices, while concentrating on the
reconstitution of its surviving forces. Wthout an established base
oftweperatd‘ons in Ilraqi territory, Al'’s ability to plan and
ef fieetiwely | aunch terrorist operations against its adversaries has
been inpaired. Elenents reportedly headed into the nountains and
caves within lraq, and will also present a terrorist and guerilla
threat. Al's long-termthreat is nuch reduced with the renoval of
its sanctuary and apparent wi thdrawal of Tehran's patronage.
Nonet hel ess, in the short-term Al nenbers seeking revenge for
their eviction will probably seek to target PUK and Coalition
forces in northern lragq
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(2) (U Recruitnent and Motivation

(a) (SH-NH- Most Al fighters are Iraqi Kurds who have been
exposed to an extrenist version of Islanic preaching that has been
rising in Northern Iraq since the late 1990s. Prior to their
joining Al, nost fighters have lived their entire lives in the
mountains; usually living sinple lives as shepherds or farnmers.

(b) (SHNM Sone Al fighters are of foreign origin, We.,
fromJordan, Syria, lran, Afghanistan, or Pakistan. TheSegforeign
fighters either have traveled fromtheir home countrysto fight
al ongside fellow extrem sts or are refugees (from Afghani st an,

Paki stan, etc.). Some of these foreign fighters are, experienced
veterans fromconflicts in Afghani stan (agai nst eisther the United
States or Soviet Union, or both), Chechnya, andythe Kashm r area of
Paki st an/ | ndi a.

(c) (SHNF Both type of recruits are,highly notivated and
are ready to die for their version of I'slam This notivation is
reinforced by the local clerics whogpreach extrem st views on a
daily basis. The typical Al fighterthas been taught that the PUK
and ot her Kurd opposition partie§ arevenenies of Islam especially
the Al's fundanentalist version.\\Their dreamis to consolidate Iraq
under a Taliban style of government.

(3) (U Mentality and Educatiyon

(a) (SHNP ThelAF fiighters are not well educated. They have
been raised in an area“tshat has been under strife for close to 20
years and are educated only in Islam farmng, and viol ence. They
have spent theig [I'ifves in the mountains and valleys, thus giving
them great advantage in know edge of the terrain and surroundi ngs.

(b)4fSince’the average fighter has spent his life in the
nount ai_as of snorthern Irag, he has survived during conbat on what
he can' carryfyor procure fromhis neighbors. Living in this area has
made, hi'm<tol erant of the extreme weather and terrain of the
nont hern “bhr aq.

(4) (U Morale
(SH-NF) Morale within the Al was reportedly high during its
initial formation in Decenber 2001. However, recent PUK reports

have stated that norale is currently | ow because of the continued
mlitary engagenents with the Kurds and coalition.
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(h) (SHNF)- The only confirmed air defense weapon used by Al
is the DShK HMG Since nbst Al HMG positions are on top of
mountains or hills, they can be easily used against |owflying
aircraft, especially helicopters navigating through nountai ns,
val | eys, and the canyons of northern Irag. Uncorroborated reports
have stated that Al is in possible possession of an ol der man-
portabl e air defense system ( MANPADS) .

(8) (U) Vehicles

(SH-NE) Al units have not been observed using any type of
mlitary vehicles. They have been confirmed to be usimg Toyota
pi ckup trucks as their nain utility vehicles, includi pghas a
platformfor crude MRL and nounted HME LMG syst epswy, Al sal so has
used Toyota Landcrui sers.

(9) (V) Conmunications

(a) (SHNM The Al is reliant upondds_"host" nations
tel econmuni cations infrastructure. Becalse of the poor state of
tel econmuni cations within northern loraq, the Al resorts to the nost
basi ¢ and safest form of conmunication, the courier. Reportedly,
the Al has provided couriers gaxisonr their frequent trips.

(b) (SHNH PUK reports imdicate Al is using cellular phone
systens. Although there are no cellular phone systens or towers in
the northern Iraq area, tlhere are cellular conmunication systens on
the Iranian side of thewborder. These cellular phones are possibly
are part of the d obal System Mbile (GSM cellul ar phone system
regi stered to neighboring countries like lIran, Saudi Arabia,

Turkey, and Syri a.

(c) (-SHNB) Thuraya GSM satellite phones are readily
avai l abl e within the near east region. These phones can be easily
confused mithyother nobile tel ephone handsets. It is highly likely
Al has access/'to satellite tel ephones from Thuraya, | NVARSAT,
A obalest ary, ‘or Asi aSat. The average Al fighter would probably not
have, a phone; phones woul d be reserved for | eaders and conmanders.

(d) (SHNF) Al has not been confirmed using any specific type
of mlitary conmmuni cation system Unconfirnmed PUK reports indicate
Al units are using a very-high-frequency (VHF) hand-held radio
systemthat operates on line of sight, and they use repeater towers
located in the vicinity of the Biyara and Shram nountai ns. Mst
likely these systens are the CARACAL PRWMA740. This radio is in use
within Irag and coul d have been acquired by the Al. Reports that Al

B-1-D-29






Declassified by: MG Michael X. Garrett,
USCENTCOM Chief of Staff
Declassified on: 201506
SECREFHNOFORN-

(U) TAB D (OTHER REGIONAL FORCES) APPENDIX 1 (INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE)
TO ANNEX B (INTELLIGENCE) TO V CORPS (US) OPLAN FINAL VICTORY

(c) (SHNF- According to clandestine intelligence, on 26
Decenber 02 PUK personnel recovered at |east two Italian-nade
"Val mara 69" anti-personnel mnes planted by Ansar al-lIslam (Al) in
the Sayyid Sadigq area, approximately 12 miles northwest of Hal abja.
Personnel fromthe 21st Sharazur Fernmande, headquartered in Sayyid
Sadi q, were apparently the targets for the mnes set to detonate
approximately six minutes apart on 26 Decenber. Al personne
reportedly nodified the m nes to disperse a chem cal burning agent.
This incident marks a significant refinement of Al tacticsgimptheir
guerrilla war against PUK forces.

(12) (U Weapons and Equi pnent Mai ntenance

(a) (SH-NE) Weapons nmi ntenance is reported o ‘be high. Al
mai nt ai ned a heavily guarded and defended arnoryi.igh t he town of
Sargat., however this is now occupi ed by the PUK It is believed
that Al |ost many weapons in the recent PUKf{offensive.

(b) Al arnorers have been able to keep.a steady supply of
nortar rounds issued to their field units. Mst of these nortar
rounds and rockets are believed to be nunitions left over fromthe
Irag-1ran War that have been re-fused for new use.

(13) (U Tactics

(a) (SHNF Since Septenber 2001, Al and PUK forces have been
engaged in several small-funit, engagenents. Mst of the fighting has
consi sted of hit-and-run, anbush attacks or nortar/MRL interdiction
or harassnent bonbardments. Because of the terrain and the
continuous threat fromisaqg, the PUK had chosen not to stage major
forces or conduct "IMarge operations against the Al. However, as of
| at e August 2002, the PUK has reportedly been planning a ngjor
strike. Curr@ently, Al units do not have the manpower or equi pnent
to stage a_nmjyor operation

(b), SHNF) Al has concentrated npst of its resources for
def ensjivetoperations. Al units are spread through several towns and
villhhbages«i'n the area. Each Al conmander is responsible for
defienditngbhi s "specific" village. Because of the nmountainous
terrain, Al defensive positions are assessed to be nothing nore
t han’ rocky outcroppings, ruins, or ditches/gullies. These positions
can easily serve as strongpoints and observation points. Al
commanders nost |ikely have these positions pre-plotted, ready to
use and dependent upon their mssion. For exanple, the Al defense a
vill age woul d probably appear as descri bed bel ow
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(i) (SHNH 1st Line of Defense: mines and | EDs. Al has
pl anted AP nines on the nmmjor avenues of approach. PUK
intelligence has stated they prefer to plant their mnes near
rocks to create nore shrapnel against the attacker. Many
civilians and farmaninals in the area have al ready been
killed by Al nines and expl osive devices. Al units have also
ri gged explosives and mnes in their own positions, to be
det onat ed shoul d their positions be overrun.

(i) (SHNF 2d Line of Defense: approximtelys20to 50
fighters would be located in teans and section-sizegunits
inside the village or in fighting positions ongiyghe outskirts
of the village. These fighters have taken an Qathiato fight to
t he deat h.

(iii) (SHNH 3d Line of Defense: fhe=final |ine of
defensive will be other Al units thatfcan, respond to the
threatened village. For exanple, 4'f\Sargat were attacked,
units fromthe village of Gol p wouldsr.espond by bringi ng DShK
HMGs and nortar fire fromthe hillls overl ooki ng Sargat. They
woul d attenpt to |ay down suppressive or harassing fire on
the attackers. The renaining fighters would either run or
march or load into Toyota i ckups and Land Rovers to get to
the threatened area. Once ‘the/third line of defenders arrive,
Al commanders woul d,pl an“a counterattack or reinforce their
front line resistance. For "the Sargat exanple, this would
take Al conmanders (up Ho an hour to inplenent, including
travel time of the,counterattacking forces. The attackers
woul d be under, contiinuous nortar attack during the entire
operation. Additienally, Al units have several outposts and
| ookout positisons t hroughout their area of control. The
attacki ngffonce coul d expect to be subjected to harassing
fire fr@mythese positions. Note: Al's actual defense of
Sar gat_agai nst the PUK was similar, but their |evel of
resilstance was nmininmal, perhaps due to surprise
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undergoing training fromexperienced fighters from Chechnya and

Af ghani stan, their attacks have inproved. For exanple, on 4 July
2002 Al units conducted a night attack on PUK forces defending the
city of Halabja. PUK officers reported that Al has never conducted
a coordinated attack, especially at night. Al units have al so

i mproved in conducting reconnai ssance of PUK positions. At the
outset of a deliberate attack against a PUK fortified position, Al
forces attenpt to suppress PUK defensive position with HVG and
nortar fire. During the attack, Al units will attenpt a diyersion
while the main assault force positions for an assault. Duriwg/t he
assault, fires are mass and units attack with rifles and_hand

gr enades.

(e) (SH-NP- The other common type of Al operatilen is the
anbush. Since hostilities began in Septenber 2001, Al units have
frequently conducted anbushes. Al anbushes consist=of nortar and
infantry attacks agai nst isolated PUK convoyssand» positions.

Har assment from snipers is al so used frequently. It is assessed
that Al units are using their AK variantsifior these m ssions or the
ol der Soviet/lranian SVD sniper rifles.

(f) (SHNF) Whet her conducting, an attack or ambush, Al units
practice basic retrograde operatd ons.»These operations usually
consi st of planting m nes andy/EDs during novenent to the rear
Expl osi ves are planted on_likely avenues of approach by the
pursuer, as well as on |eft-behind fighting positions or
abandoned/ di sabl ed equi prient®, Forces pursuing Al withdrawals will
al so be lured into anbush“sites and/or be interdicted by nortars
and 107-mm MRLs.

(9) (SH-NF) “Alhas recently enployed car bonbs, and suicide
bonbs (whil e appeahi ng to surrender).

(14) (U Conclhusion

(a) )\ (8NP Recent PUK and coalition operations have
degraded;«but probably not destroyed Al. Nonethel ess, they are
skiil Jredwlinght fighters, and up to several hundred fighters may
remai n.

(b) (SH-NM Confronted with coalition and PUK supremacy, the
| oss of its secure enclave, and the possible denial of sanctuary in
Iran, the Al is assessing its options for continued survival and
resi stance. The group will likely attenpt to engage targets of
opportunity, conducting suicide attacks or other terrorist nissions
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usi ng i nprovi sed expl osive devices, while concentrating on the
reconstitution of its surviving forces. Wthout an established base
of operations in lraqi territory, Al’s ability to plan and
effectively launch terrorist operations against its adversaries has
been inpaired. Elenents reportedly headed into the nountains and
caves within Irag, and will also present a terrorist and guerilla
threat. Al's long-termthreat is nuch reduced with the renoval of
its sanctuary and apparent w thdrawal of Tehran's patronage.
Nonet hel ess, in the short-term Al nenbers seeking revengegfor
their eviction will probably seek to target PUK and Coal iti6n
forces in northern lraq

b. (U The Kurdistan Freedom and Denocracy Congress 4(KADEK/ f or ner PKK)
(1) Key Points

(a) (UFHed9) KADEK s focus is to
defend the linmited territory it contralsdn
northern Iraq against Turkish mlitary forces
operating in this region and agai nsts possibl e
attacks by the rival KDP and PUK I ragi
Kur di sh groups.

(b) (SH-NP- The preyious “hraqi

governnent did not consideh KADEK a threat
and, in fact, provided lifmted nmilitary
support to the group. KAPEK is a US
recogni zed terrorist, argani zati on, though it
has never targeted US Pnterests.

(c) SHNF- KADEK fighters are skilled in rural and urban
i nsurgent warffane, /but | ack heavy weapon systens and effective
command and_control. They operate in snmall (40-50 nman), scattered
light-infantry type units and specialize in raids and anbushes.

(d) W(-SANF) KADEK has been weakened due to the effectiveness
offwur Kiysh count eri nsurgency operations and continuing internal
fracruresyover its role and nethods. Because of this, sone of its
nembers nmay be defecting to the KDP and PUK

(e) (SHNM KADEK did not assist U S. ground forces in
of fensi ve operations against the Iraqi Arny, but is not expected to
target U.S. military forces unless it mistakes themfor elenents of
the Turkish military. KADEK units will neverthel ess defend
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thenselves if attacked. KADEK wi || seek to avoid contact with
coalition forces, staying in their nountain enclaves.

(2) (U Background

(a) (U) The Kurdistan Freedom and Denocracy Congress (KADEK)
known before 2002 as the Kurdistan Wirkers' Party (PKK), devel oped
primarily fromthe Revol utionary Youth Federation (Dev-Genc), a
Mar xi st student organi zation in Turkey in the 1960s. The TurKi sh
| efti st nmovenment had accommopdat ed Kurdi sh nationalists, butfthe
nore mlitant Kurds (the younger, inexperienced, rural , and
advent urous nenbers) who opted for arnmed struggl e eventually
di sassoci ated thenselves fromthe leftists—as a result of crushing
defeats by the Turkish Arny. Abdullah Ccal an, angAnkara University

dropout froma poor, illiterate farm ng fam |49, ingrural southeast
Turkey, founded the PKK in Ankara in Novenber_ 1978» Ccal an had seen
that "liberating" the Kurds was nore inportant’t han supporting a

broader leftist revolution throughout Tdrkeyfas a whole, and began
to build an organi zation geared toward such,a task. It was he who
| aid down the group's goals, strategy, ‘and structure.

(b) (U KADEK s original goal“was to set up an independent
Kurdi sh state in southeastern,Turkey.wEven before his 1999 capture,
however, COcal an announced thatetthe group had abandoned t hat
obj ective: KADEK s avowed,goal "mow is sinply to protect Kurdish
rights. Like many of Turkey s student-based urban-radi cal groups,
the PKK initially conductled hinmted arnmed activities within the
country agai nst perceived¥state collaborators" and Kurdish tribes
that had historicallyf{coexisted peacefully with the Turkish
governnent. To obtain funds, the PKK becane involved in robberies
and drug trafficking, \However, the PKK was forced to flee Turkey in
1980, on the eve ofy, the 12 Septenber coup and decl aration of
martial | awboth, conducted by the Turkish nmilitary to | essen
radi cal violence and restore stability. The PKK operated in the
early 1980s out”of the Bekaa Valley in Lebanon under Syrian
control e, Wi le there, PKK militants trained with Pal estinian
fighters andythen fought al ongside them during the Israeli invasion
oftskebanen in 1982. This cooperation led to financial and politica
backisngrfnom Li bya and training at canps in Lebanon and Syria, from
where the PKK was able to plan its insurgent canpaign agai nst the
heavi |y Kurdi sh-popul ated regi on in southeast Turkey.

(c) (U The PKK began its guerilla war against Turkey in 1984
mainly fromits Syrian bases, but was forced to nove its base of
operations after the October 1998 Adana Accords—n whi ch Danascus
agreed to stop its support for the group, in return for Turkish

B-1-D-38



Declassified by: MG Michael X. Garrett,
USCENTCOM Chief of Staff
Declassified on: 201506

SECRETINOFORN

(U) TAB D (OTHER REGIONAL FORCES) APPENDIX 1 (INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE)
TO ANNEX B (INTELLIGENCE) TO V CORPS (US) OPLAN FINAL VICTORY

assurances that its forces would not nove into Syria against those
PKK bases—and as a result of the increasing effectiveness of

Tur ki sh counterinsurgency operations within Turkey. Mst of the
group's bases noved to northern Iraq once the Iraqi Kurds were able
to establish a de facto state there after the end of the 1991
Persian Gul f War.

(d) (SH-NF- Mobst KADEK fighters are now based in northern
Iraq, and the group uses the Kurdi sh Autononous Zone (KAZ)gas»a
saf e haven and training locale. In the past, KADEK had often been
the object of attacks by the other major Kurdish groups, tshe
Kurdi stan Denocratic Party (KDP) and al so the Patri otdyc Union of
Kurdi stan (PUK); KADEK had even decl ared war agai nst t'he, KDP in
1995. The KDP no | onger independently attacks KADREK, elenents;
however, due to deteriorating relations between the (KDP and the
Turki sh governnent. Instead, the KDP nerely prowi des intelligence
and support to Turkish Special Forces (SF) operations agai nst
KADEK. Rel ations are better between KADEKhand the PUK: the
I rani ans brokered a peace agreenent bétween,the two groups in
Decenber 2000 and KADEK has been staying in the areas allocated to
them in addition to adhering to the other terns of the agreenent.
Tur ki sh SF has provided training touthe KDP and PUK while
pressuring themto conduct operationsy»agai nst KADEK. KADEK has
operated under a unilateral, “sel'f-i nposed ceasefire for al nost
three years, but its cells do fjght back when attacked by Turkish
forces.

(3) (U Oganization and, Functions

(a) (SHNF KADEK=consists of a political wing, the Brussels-
based Denocratic Peeple's Union (YDK, fornerly known as the
Nati onal Liberation Front of Kurdistan or ERNK); a self-proclained
Kurdi stan parf’ianent, the Kurdish National Congress (KNK); and a
mlitary wing\the People's Defense Force (HSK, fornerly known as
Kur di st an/National Liberation Army or ARCK).

(b) %(Up The ERNK was established in 1984 to conduct sel ected
pahiyti cal<Vvi ol ence to draw new recruits, but its hit-and-run
m S$sifofAs pn Turkey were unabl e to garner regional support |eading
Ccalan to transfer responsibility for armed operations to the ARXK
in 1985. The ERNK t hereafter becane the PKK' s political front. In
1995, Ccal an reorgani zed the | eadership of KADEK, adding a
Chai rmanshi p Council that assists the Chairman (Ccal an) and
controls all ideological, political, organizational, mlitary, and
front activities. Another organization created in 1995 by Ccal an
was KADEK' s Central Conmittee, which elects the Chairnmanship
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Council fromanong its nenbers for four-year terms, and is in
charge of organizing and controlling all other party organi zations
and comnmi ttees.

(c) (SH-NM- The YDF is now conmposed of nunerous cultural and
front organizations and serves as KADEK' s political propaganda,
financial, recruitnment, and |ogistical base in Europe. It has
representatives in nearly every European country and controls its
own newspaper (Ozgur Politika), magazi ne (Serxwebun), and the
London- based Kurdi sh tel evision channel: MEDYA-TV. The YDFfaises
substantial suns of noney through | egal businesses and | lega
operations such as alien and drug snuggling and ext okt Ng smoney
from Kurdi sh busi nesses. A snall percentage of these funds are used
to purchase weapons and equi pnent for KADEK' s ni li*haryswi ng, the
HSK.

(d) (SH-NF) KADEK receives financial gssistance through
donations fromprivate individuals, chafitablie groups, and non-
gover nnent al organi zati ons (NGO ; nuch ofdthese cone fromthe
si zeabl e Kurdish émgré community in Western Europe. Iran—fornerly
a state sponsor who until 2000 permigtted the PKK to | aunch attacks
frombases on its territory—ay still provide sone finding.
Conservative elements in Iranshad encouraged these attacks on
Turkish mlitary personnel duefctie Turkish support of the United
States and Israel. The PKK al soyrecei ves nom nal support from
Lebanon and Arnenia. However, Syria's w thdrawal of basing and
financial support has hurlt KADEK significantly. KADEK s current
primary source of suppent “appears to be the Iraqi governnent. KADEK
reportedly has an office i#n Baghdad and the Hussein regine is also
provi ding sone militarywssupport to the group

(e) ((SHNP KADEK' s military wing, the HSK, is currently
based nai nly _i"nynorthern Iraq and in the Kurdi sh area of northwest
Iran. It was established as the ARGK in 1985, and was designed to
gat her the nom-Marxi st and often-religious Kurdi sh masses together
and to _erganiize theminto guerilla units that would be the nucl eus
of a people’™s, arny. KADEK insurgents in Irag wear a nmix of mlitary
andyCi Vigld‘an clothing; in addition, the group reportedly enploys
soneswonen in its ranks

(f) (U PKK fighters within Turkey in the 1980s were
organized in mlitary units fromplatoons to regi nents and operat ed
under tight mlitary-style discipline. There were three types of
PKK units: Mlitary Units, Local Units, and People's Defense
Units. Structurally, the PKK functioned under the Central Mlitary
Council, which was in charge of the Field Conmands, Provincia
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Mlitary Councils, Regional Command Offices, and Local Stations.
These nmilitary forces operated out of three forns of bases that
were identified as: supportive base; main base; and operations
base.

(g) (5 During this period, the PKK was able to field conbat
units larger than 50 nmen, but their conmand and control was poor,
and as a result, comanders | acked know edge of the battlefield.
Coordi nation and planning were al so | acki ng anong nmany PKKfunits
and coordination anmong | ower-ranking nmenbers was not encouraged;
this was due largely to the group's conpartnentation and
hi erarchi cal organi zati on.

(4) (U Areas of Operation

(a) (U/FeJo KADEK has effectively operated=fromtwo nain
regions in the KAZ. Its primary base of operations until around
1998 was in the nountains northeast of 4Zakhof(370800N 0424100E),
al ong the northern border with Turkey<(whi.eh_connected to the PKK-
dom nated Cudi Mountain range inside Tufkey); the region north of
Amadi ya (370500N 0432900E), opposite the@are and Mateen Mount ai ns;
and to the southeast in the Wite Muntains, which stretch between
Zakho and Dahuk. Since md-1997,/ Turkish incursions and nore
determ ned efforts by the KDPyto\,force KADEK fromthe regi on have
resulted in KADEK bei ng sjgnifiecantly weakened, such that it no
| onger has any pernmanent bases orf secure training facilities in
this region.

(b) (SHNP Sincesr1998, KADEK has occupied small canps in the
extremely rugged Qandi I“=lWbunt ai ns of northeastern Iraqg al ong the
I rani an border, w tthin PUK-controlled territory. KADEK's mlitary
headquarters isfalso in this area. Wiile the group has small units
operating in_t'he Si'rsenk Vall ey, they have no pernmanent canps
there. The PUK attenpted an offensive in 2001 to oust the KADEK
guerillas/fromvts territory, but after heavy | osses abandoned the
effort.

("e)« (SHNF KADEK is thus not a significant factor in terns
of \overalh Kurdi sh capabilities against a conventional force like
the Turkish military. Unlike the KDP and PUK, KADEK does not
control significant anmounts of territory. Wiereas KADEK fighters
used to nmass at nmmjor canps in groups up to 500; they are now
di spersed in smaller nunbers at nultiple | ocations including caves,
according to the Turkish mlitary. KADEK units are difficult to
| ocate due to their insurgent nature, but they tend toward the
Khunera (370000N 0445100E) and As Sul aymani yah areas. Evi dence of
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Iragi governnent support to KADEK had been observed at a refugee
canp of Turkish Kurds and KADEK fighters under Iraqi control at
Makhrur (354531N 0433552E): the lIraqi Arny provided air defense
assets nearby to defend this canp.

(d) (SHREETOUSA—AUS—CAN—CEBR—and—NZ-) There are
approxi mately 2000-4000 KADEK fighters in Iraq (well down from
recent years), nmainly in the northeast area of the KAZ. Their focus
is avoiding Turkish security forces, defendi ng agai nst possible
attacks by the KDP and PUK, and maintaining the group's | ocal
support structures. They nay have possessed a |imted rfelationship
with the Iragi governnent, but appear to have had nogdefi ned
position on internal lragi politics.

(e) (SHNF Unconfirned Turkish press reportsing i ndi cates
that since Abdullah Ccalan's capture in 1999, KADEK has been having
retention problenms. Up to 2000 of its fighters have deserted over
the last three years and many who desert” aref]oining the KDP or
PUK. To reduce the nunbers of defectofs, KKADEK is inposing death
sentences on the commanders of groups that have hi gh desertion
rates and has increased the anount of rewards for information on
potential deserters. This increase i\n defections is a result of
several factors: continuing fractures within the PKK | eadership
and dissent in the organi zati‘en ‘caused by its unilateral ceasefire
and renunci ation of arned,struggl e; Abdull ah Ccal an's abandonnent
of autonomy for Kurds in Turkey, "which has politically weakened
KADEK; effective counterifnsungency operations and a constant
Turkish military presenee“iyninorthern lraq; and the weakening of
the group's mlitary capabilities through continuous clashes wth
Turkish SF. If such neports are true, KADEK s efforts to stemthis
flow will probably®have little inpact.

(5) (U Weapofishand Equi pnent

(SH#FREETO-USA—AUS—CAN—CBR—and—NZL) KADEK troops in
nort hernp,lnag are infantry-based with ol der generation small arns
and heavy mac¢hi neguns, mines, nortars, and sone shoul der-fired
SANB. They reportedly al so possess sone rocket |aunchers and
captured Turkish/lragi air defense systens.

(6) (U) Strategy

(a) (U KADEK s past nethods focused on guerilla warfare
Laid down in the early 1980s, the group's strategy saw the battle
in three stages: strategic defense, balance of forces, and
strategi c of fense. The group's overall concept of "revol utionary
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response to Ccalan's call and KADEK s public statenents that "the
armed struggle is over" illustrate this change in strategy.

(7) (U Tactics, Techniques and Procedures

(a) (U Up to the nmid-1990s, KADEK' s tactics consisted of
staging rural hit-and-run attacks against Turkish mlitary units
(which were unfam liar with counter-guerilla operations), raiding
villages, and terrorizing innocent civilians then escapi ngginto
nount ai nous territory. KADEK enjoyed the initiative when_opérating
in isolated parts of southeast Turkey, where it was ablfe _t@ choose
the place and timng of its attacks. Attacks agai nst_sgovernment
entities usually featured anmbushes on security patral s, waids on
police stations and outposts, |aying nines, sabotsage ‘agai nst
infrastructure, and assassination. KADEK ofteh preferred to conduct
operations at night, engaged with fire from naxinumrange, and used
caves in the rugged forested hei ghts of southeastern Turkey as
wi nt er havens and weapons caches. The imsurgéntss al so used el evated
vantage points to launch raids and fife onglurki sh security forces.

(b) (U) Turkish forces began tso nore effectively counter
KADEK in the mid-1990s by replacingitheir search and evacuation
operations with area saturatioen perabions that allowed the
per manent seizing of the forested hei ghts and the establishnent of
Turki sh patrol bases. In response to Turkish offensive ground
operations (by regular arny, paramlitary, and counter-insurgency
police forces) that featuredyencirclenment operations and airborne
i nsertions, KADEK revisedWi,ts tactics. The insurgents began to
operate in roving bandsfoff up to 40 fighters that conmunicated with
cellular tel ephones andwwere able to amal ganate into 150- to 200-
strong units. TheSewmguerilla units perfornmed rudi mentary
reconnai ssance,/ W th | ookouts positioned on crags overl ooki ng
Tur ki sh bases@that /rel ayed the Turks' troop novenents to KADEK
ambush groups™, Turkish units so effectively used helicopters for
ai rmobi | efoperati ons that the guerilla | ookouts learned to fire off
a few nagazines of anmmunition when they heard the helicopters
approachi ng; &t his alerted the nmain group to retreat in the face of
t henTurki=sh units' superior nunbers.

(c) (U Inthe late 1980s to m d-1990s, KADEK noved beyond
rural -based insurgent activities to include urban terrorism where
it continued to target both official activities and innocent
nonconbat ants. The group consistently targeted schools in the
Kurdi sh region and al so attacked devel opnent projects and
infrastructure such as railroads, bridges, and hospitals. In an
attenpt to danmage Turkey's tourist industry, KADEK bonbed touri st
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sites and hotel s and ki dnapped foreign tourists. KADEK al so
expanded its operations during this period to Turkish diplonmatic
and commercial targets in dozens of West European cities. The group
al so targeted civilians in Kurdish tows in northern lIraq through
ambushes, Kkillings, and ki dnappi ngs.

(d) (Sr HSK training is conducted in groups of 100-300
trainees per training cycle. Initial training lasts from3-7
mont hs, and is conposed of instruction in snmall-arns fire,#physica
training, the use of explosives, and political indoctrination

(f) (SHNP Turkish military forces (between 2000-4000 nen)
occupy fixed installations and continue to target KADEK\el ements in
northern Iraq. This has hei ghtened existing tensigons (bet ween Turkey
and the KDP over fears that Turkey could intehvene tio bl ock the
Kurds fromsetting up an i ndependent state in tthe"™AZ Iraq
Kurdi sh | eaders continue to insist, however{ that*they only want a
united, federal Iraq in the aftermath of HhefU/S. nilitary
of fensive to topple the Saddam Hussei i, regizie. Ot her factors have
exacerbated this tension, such as an agfeenent between the forner
Iraqi regine and the Turkish governpent te create a second border
crossing. KADEK probably al so sees "Ansar al-1slam a radica
I sl ami st group located in northeastiern Iraq, as a threat.

(8) (U Outl ook

(a) (5) KADEK did not ‘eooperate with a nmilitary effort
agai nst the lraqi Armes aany Kurdi sh action agai nst US or
Turki sh forces, KADEK(units would be nore likely to remain neutral

(b) (SHNF) “Se,long as its leader's fate renmi ns undeci ded
KADEK wi || continue to refrain from violence and continue to
transform t hefongani zation into a political party. If Abdullah
Ccal an is executed or if he dies fromhealth problens that KADEK
bel i eves mer ey caused by his prison conditions; however, the group
may resuReNitsS i nsurgent canpaign

(‘€)' (-SH-NF) Despite U S. help in orchestrating Ocalan's 1999
capturey KADEK has never targeted U S. interests and will continue
to refrain fromdoing so as long as Ccalan lives. The group's
| eaders nost likely believe that the U S. Governnent nmay be able to
positively influence Turkey, or other European governnents from
wher e KADEK receives significant anounts of financial assistance.
Even if KADEK does return to insurgent operations, it will probably
continue to refrain fromtargeting U S. personnel or activities
unless it mistakes them for those of Turkey.
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Sul aymani yah and possible north Diyala province (to include
Ba' qubah). They do pose a threat to US forces, but wll
avoi d direct confrontation.

(c) (SHNF) It is likely the PUK will oppose and
significant expansion of Badr Corps presence in northern
Iraq.

b. (SHREH MK  The MEK have entered into a “Cease Firg”
agreement with US forces. The MEK state that they have not resi'sted or
fired upon US or PUK forces during this conflict. CFSOC ODA'(S_ake
monitoring the MEK forces to ensure that they abide by thegseeasesfire
agreenent and don't take fighting equi pnent or soldiers fromuhe
cantonnent sites. Reports indicate that MEK are stil lgm/active NE of
Ba' qubah, manni ng checkpoi nts.

1) (SHREL) Cantonnent Locations:

Unit Area 1. MC 5676 - MC 6876 € M2.6864 - MC 5664
Unit Area 2: NC 0371 - NC 0671 - "NC 0666 - NC 0366
Unit Area 3: NC 1784 - NC 3184 - NC»3158 - NC 2258
Unit Area 4: NC 1762 - NC 2562 - NC 2255 - NC 1755
Unit Area 5: NC 1646 - NC 2158 > NC 2550 - NC 2044

4, (SH-REL) Goups and factions w I8 continue to energe in post
hostilities. The above informatihon doés is only a partial listing of
active elements. Refer to the/MCweb site for current information.

Encl osur es

a. Enclosure 1 _Energing lraqi Leadership
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